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THERE ARE NO NEW MEANS 

OF IMPLEMENTATION 
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...but the SDGs have new implications 

Access for all means we need to continue expanding 
coverage. But we cannot limit our efforts to this. We 
equally need to make sure access is sustained and 
people do not fall back into ‚water-poverty‘. This 
means among others that we need to pay more 
attention to: 
› effective and sustainable solutions for O&M 
› conservation of water sources 
› measures that gradually reduce vulnerability of 

service systems 
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partnerships 

This presentation will only provide selected insights and is not comprehensively 
addressing the Means of Implementation for SDG 16 
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$ 

Exploring new financial resources 
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Building a socio-economic L&A case 

•  WHO estimates losses due to inadequate water 
and sanitation services in developing countries at a 
total of US $260 billion a year – or up to 10% of 
GDP for some very poor countries  

•  University of Oxford recently published evidence 
indicating that water insecurity is a drag on 
economic development in the order of US $500 
billion annually – excluding environmental and 
other non-monetized impacts  
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Building a business case 
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Company 
- Water use efficiency 
- Wastewater treatment 
- Compliance 
- Impacts on communities and ecosystems 

Basin / Watershed 
- Water stress 
- Water pollution 
- Inadequate infrastructure 
- Lack of government capacity 
- Climate change 
- Lack of community access to safe water 

Sometimes, the greatest risks come from conditions over 
which a company has the least influence 



Thinking beyond WASH services 

•  Should we establish services if the community 
cannot afford them?  
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•  Pro-poor financing strategies are one important 
option.  

•  How can we complement water related activities 
with efforts to increase willingness and ability to 
pay? Eventually this is what will make services 
more sustainable. 



Will US$ 500 billion per year be 
enough? 
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Curbing misuse 
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Pressure 

Sector reform Advocacy &  
awareness raising 



Ensuring coherence and accountability 

•  Continue and move beyond ‘paper-reforms’ 
towards ensuring that adequate legal and 
regulatory frameworks are implemented 
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•  Use and disclosure of timely, comprehensive, and 
forward-looking information for decision-making 
and informed participation that fosters 
accountability 

•  Need to find solutions for sector-inherent 
challenges: e.g. overcoming discrepancies in 
demarcations for decentralised decision-making 
(including WASH) and basin-oriented IWRM 
approaches 
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Water use patterns & need for MSPs 
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What are shared interests and risks? 
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Inadequate 
Infrastructure 
System 

Poor 
Catchment 
Governance 

Ineffective 
Water 
Management 

Water  
Over-

Allocation 

Water  
Supply 

Unreliable 

Water  
Quality 

Deterioration  
Flood 

Damage 
Ecosystem 
Degradation 

Efficient Water Use Effluent 
Management/ 
Wastewater 

Reclamation/Reuse 

Community Level Access to Safe 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 

(WASH) 
Storm Water Management and 

Flood Control 

Infrastructure Finance, Development, Operation, or Maintenance 

Sustainable Agriculture 

Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience  

Ecosystem/Source Water Protection/Restoration 

Monitoring and Knowledge Sharing  

Engaging in Participatory Platforms 

Public Awareness and Education 

Improved Water Governance and Policy Development 

Source: CEO Water Mandate 
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Technology 

Who of you has used cutting edge technology and 
really innovative approaches in their projects? 
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Who of you has used cutting edge technology and really 
innovative approaches in their projects and has failed? 



Technology 
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Awareness of tech- 
d e v e l o p m e n t s  

Understanding 
the potential of 
technologies 

K n o w l e d g e 
management 

ICT 
innovative 

approaches 
smart meters, etc. 
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…and now needs to be evaluated, adjusted & 
scaled up. 

A solid base of experience in monitoring and 
implementation already exists… 



Thanks 
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For more information compare e.g. UN Water (2015) Means of 
Implementation: A focus on Sustainable Development Goals 6 and 17 


