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FOCUS: Global Initiatives

Editorial

Dear colleagues

It is with great pleasure that we present edition 43
of the SDC Water News, focusing on water related
projects and programmes at the global level. With
this,our 6iGr and Tour ar ocompletes h e
a cycle, after having published issues focusing on
Latin America and the Caribbean Africa, Eastern Eu-
rope and Central Asa, the MENA region and the rest
of Asia. As usual, the newsletter provides you with
short glimpses on selected projects and pro-
grammes, along with contacts and links for further
reading. We now also included a section on re-
sources, which is only ahighlight of recently pub-
lished documents. For the full range of resources,
please refer to the respective site on ShareWeh and
keep up with sector news through our news site.

The past few months have been extraordinary, in

many regards. As we have been witnessing across
the world, weak water and sanitation systems aggra-

vate the COVID 19 crisis, which in turn imposes ex-

traordinary pressures on already stretched water
and sanitation systems.COVID-19 has exposed ex-

isting vulnerabilities and inequalities in our world. In

a time of global health pandemic, it is even more

urgent that resilient water and sanitation systems
are accessible and affordable to everyone The
COVID 19 pandemic adds to existing inequalities. It

is with this in mind that Switzerland endorsed the

recent call to action for water and sanitation.

In addition, conflicts over the use of natural re-
sources are on the increase. Cities and municipalities
play a key role in overcoming these challenges.
There is continuous rise in demand of water globally
whereas the amount of water available remains lim-
ited and pollution levels are increasing. This situa-
tion is being exacerbated by climate change. Equi-
table access to water, saniation and hygiene is also
a key factor in public health and an important ele-
ment in the prevention and control of all infectious
diseases including COVID19. Switzerland is aware

of this global issue. On 29 May 2020 at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York, Switzerland has
therefore called for joint efforts to tackle the
COVID-19 pandemic, climate change and the
globa| V\é)att()arecrci)sis , asthey all are transboundary,
global and have implications on nearly every aspect
of the 2030 Agenda.

SwitzerlandUN & @swiss un - 1 Std.

#Switzerland & calls for joint efforts to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic,
climate change and the global water crisis, as they all are transboundary,
global and have implications on nearly every aspects of the #2030Agenda.

o

eda.admln.ch/eda/en/fdfa/fd...

UN-Water und United Nations

Global commu nication on water, climate and COVID-19

In this newsletter, you can learn about tangible ex-
amples of how SDC addresses these challenges
from the landmark initiative on Blue Peace to coop-
erate water stewardship in Latin America (SuizAgua)
and the support tot he Wor |l d Bankos
Security and Sanitation Partnership or to global net-
works like SWA and RWSN, just to name a few ex-
amples.

Gl

We would like to thank everybody who contributed
to this edition of the SDCWater News and wish you
a happy reading.

Daniel Maselli, REsEAU Focal Point

Matthias Saladin, Editor RésEAUnewsletter
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Projects and Programmes

The Blue Peace Index

Duration: 2019 6 2023 parts of the world: Amazon, Mekong, Sava, Senegal,
Budget: CHF 769,000 (57% covered by SDC) and Tigris-Euphrates. It has gained strong interest
from different parties, such as a student who ap-

plied the Blue Peace Index on theColorado and Co-

lumbia rivers in 2019.

The Blue Peace Index developed by The Economist
Intelligence Unit (EIU) with the SDC and a large
panel of experts, is built across five pillars of evalu-

ation: (1) Policy and legal frameworks, (2) Institu- The application of the index to additional river ba-
tional arrangements and participation, (3) Water sins is underway. If you are interested in applying
management instruments, (4) Infrastructure and fi- the index to your own work and/or river basin,
nancing, and (5) Cooperation. The Index has many please reach out to Stephanie Piers de Raveschoat
uses

A assessing the level of good governance in the River Basin rating

water management of a river basin, and Policy and legal Institutions and Water manage- Infrastructure Cooperation

frameworks participation mentinstruments and financing context

monitoring it over time;

p=2

identifying weaknesses and strengths, to
balancing actions for improvement between
those that deliver quick visible results and the
more long -term interventions for systemic
change;

>

raising awareness and understanding about the
elements and contextual factors for good
regional water management;

>

helping to guide smart and targeted Example of a river basin rating
investments in the region.

For more information, contact Stephanie Piers de Raveschoot
of the Global Programme Water

The inaugural 2019 index was applied to five river
basins at different levels of development in different

Transboundary Water Governance for Sustainable Development and Blue Peace

Duration: 20196202_1_ OWor king toget he esustanablelbvatart e
Budget: USD 1.65 million (3 years) management is as important in times of pandemic as it

The impacts of COVID 19 are being felt around the is in times of drought. In fact, cooperation around water
world and worsening existing challenges, including is an excellent tool for re.
poverty, economic downtur n, food and energy inse- Quote from a representative of the Ministry of Water in Senegal
Curity and political instability . Resilience at all scales at a recent virtual online conference, Geneva, 26 May 2020
requires everyone to have safe water, adequate san-

itation and hygiene. This in turn depends on water 60% of global freshwater flow comes from trans-

resources that are dependable, accessible and good boundary basins. To improve the management of

quality.
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these, sveral activities and tools have been devel-
oped under the United Nations Transboundary Wa-
ter Convention, supported by SD@ <$lobal Pro-
gramme Water. These support resource recovery
and pollution prevention efforts in Africa, Asia and
Latin America. Activities include:

1. capacity building on monitoring and effective
information exchange;

2. Assessingoptions to enhance access to financ-
ing for transboundary water cooperation .

One example of how the project addresses the sec-
ond aspect is by creating publicly available infor-
mation and by increasing awareness and capacity
on why financing access to water and sanitation and
transboundary water cooperation are increasingly
important to prevent future crises. However, crises
are likely to affect the availability of financial re-
sources to support transboundary water coopera-
tion processes.

Currently, the Water Convention is preparing a
background study on financing transboundary wa-
ter cooperation. When complete, they will organize
a global workshop on this topic, jointly with interna-
tional financial institutions like UNCDF and GEF.
Switzerland (through the GPW) is actively involved
in this working group, together with Senegal and
The Netherlands.

SDC WATER NEWS
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The Water Convention is open for new signatories.
Senegal and Chad became new state parties in
2018/2019 and other African countries are in the
process of joining, including Ghana.

60% of global freshwater flow comes from transboundary basins
© SDCsGPW

For more information, please visitthis website, this factsheet

or contact |Isabella Pagotio of the Global Programme Water

The World Ba n k Glabal Water Security and Sanitation Partnership: Joint efforts to

ensure water supply, sanitation and hygiene in the context of the

pandemic

Duration: 2017 8 2020/2021
Budget: USD 2 million per year

Switzerland, as a major supporter of the Sustainable
Development Goal 6 for water and sanitation, con-
tributes to the World B a n k@abal Water Security
& Sanitation Partnership (GWSP)Since its launch in
2017, the water trust fund has attracted many do-
nors, including the bilateral agencies from the USA,
Sweden, Denmark, Austria, The Netherlands, the UK,
Australia, Switzerland plus the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation.

COVID-19

The World Bank immediately reacted to the
COVID-19 pandemic and program mes adaptations
were made, since water and sanitation play a cen-
tral role, especially for preventing the spread of the

disease

For washing hands, enough water of acceptable
quality is a key requirement. However, it is often not
available in peri-urban and rural areas of low and
middle-income countries.
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Water affects all four areas of the World Bank sup-
port package:

1. Ensuring water, sanitation and hygiene in hos-
pitals;

2. Emergency supply for vulnerable population
groups without access to water,

3. Ensuring that water suppliers/utilities continue
to function during the pandemic or prevent
supply interruptions,

4. Support to the local private sector / SMEs so
that they can offer fast and flexible solutions for
water supply, sanitation and hygiene easily.

Equally, the World Bank is committed to maintain-
ing the supply chains with materials and products
that are necessary for wastewater treatment irriga- (DPHE)(© World Bank)
tion in food production. An example of how this may

look in practice has been documented for the case For more information, please visitthis website
of Bangladesh here or contact |sabella Pagotto of the Global Programme Water

SDC6s Corporate Water ®tewhatdshi AmEr bogaamhml
OSui zAgua Am®rica Latinabéd

Duration: 2016 6 2020
Budget: CHF 2 million

This project seeks to influence water governance in
five countries - Colombia, Peru, Chile, Mexico and
Brazil - through four lines of actions:

1. Corporate water stewardship;

2. Community of Practice on water management;
3. Strengthening instruments of Public Policy; and
4. Investing in ecosystem services.

The project operates as a public-private partnership,
identifying and tackling water related risks through
the evaluation and reduction of the water footprint

in producti on processes. So far, fiftyone companies Panel discussion at a regional event in Colombia in 2019
have been investing in improvements to their own
efficiency in use, treatment and reuse of water.

For more information, please contact Kenneth Peralta
or Lea Valauta Naamnehof the Global Programme Water
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Transboundary Water Governance: Foundations of International Water Security

Duration: 20196 2021
Budget: CHF 6.66 million (81% covered by SDC)

Launched in 2011, the programme has expanded its
work from nine to fourteen transboundary basins
across Asia, Latin America and Africa. bkages are
made from the river basin to the regional entities
(such as the Regional economic communities of Af-
rica) to share and useknowledge and lessons gen-
erated throughout the regions.

The BRIDGE (Building River Dialogue and Govern-
ance) programme works by supporting the capaci-
ties of countries sharing river or lake basins to im-
plement effective water management arrangements
through a shared vision, benefit-sharing principles
and transparent and coherent institutional frame-

works. BRIDGE-Building River Dialogue and Governance

Areas of Work 2019-2021
Implemented by IUCN and regional partners,
BRIDGE works at the interface of hydrediplomacy
and local governance to promote new approaches e
in transboundary water management by:

A Facilitating cooperation;

A Strengthening inter-gove
and SR

A Creating spaces for dialogue and agreements.
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BRIDGE worksrom national to international levels
to support cooperation between stakeholders and
States for good water management. The pro- e
gramme focuses on supporting stakeholders to re-
duce tensions and improve cooperation over shared
water resources. In doing so, reducing the potential
for conflicts through enhanced regional coopera-
tion.

Bling
Mozambigue-Zem

| Working through regional partners. ‘ e ‘
e

Areas of Work of the BRIDGE Programme 2019-2021

Working through national partners.

For more inform ation, contact Stephanie Piers de Raveschoot
of the Global Programme Water

Human Rights to Water and Sanitation - Water Security for Human Health -
Sanitation and Water fo r All (SWA) Pla tform in Geneva

Duration: 2020 6 2022 (current phase)
Budget: CHF 1.5 million

SWA brings governments and other partners to-
gether to commit to a common vision, share expe-
riences, identify gaps, and search forsolutions that

The aim of SWA is to provide water, sanitation and )
have been tested and supported by reliable data.

hygiene for everyone on a long-term basis, as deci-

sion-makers bring about local changes through in-
creased political will, better use of funds and target-
ing of vulnerable population groups.

Water has the potential for conflict between
different users of water - this conflict potential is
particularly evident in times of pandemics. Since the
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outbreak of the COVID19 pandemic, SWA has
organized virtual seminars on COVID19 and
provided educational work. This culminated in a
global call for action in May 2020, which was signed
by heads of government and ministers including
Switzerland, representatives of the private sector,
civil society, and international organizations.

This contribution is a unique opportunity to pro-

mote resilient water, sanitation and hygiene systems
as a fundamental determinant of health and to
maintain Switzerland's strong position in the WASH
sector.

The opening of an SWA operational office in Geneva
will enrich this growing community of global water
players and enable SWA to work more closely with
key human rights and public health actors based in
Geneva.

Panel discussion at the global meeting of WASH sector ministers in

Costa Rica, April 2019 (© SWA)

For more information, please visit this website
or contact Nadia Benaniof the Global Programme Water

Swiss Water and Sanitation Consortium (SWSC) d eight Swiss NGOs are joining

forces for greater impact

Duration: April 2020 8 September 2023

Budget: CHF 14.8 million (phase 3)

Organisations: Caritas Switzerland, Fastenopfer,
HEKS/EPER,ELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation,
Solidar, Swissaid, Swiss Red Cross and Terdes
hommes

Outputs : Improved WASH access for45,000 pupils
(127 schools) and 38health care facilities covering
380,000 patients

Created in 2011, the SWSC brings together eight
Swiss organizations implementing jointly a Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)programme in Af-
rica and South Asia. Besides providing access to
WASH services to over350,000 people in communi-
ties, 160,000 students in schools, and 1.6million pa-
tients in health care facilities, it also proved success-
ful in experience-sharing and learning, as well as
strengthening the Swiss profile in advocacy and pol-
icy dialogue. The development of the Blue Schools
kit was a major achievement of the Consortium and
demonstrates how joining forces can yield greater
impact.

After completing two successful phases, Phase 3 has
just been launched, with WASH in institutions as an

entry point to increase water and sanitation cover-
age. The focus is on rolli
approaches (Blue Schools andWASH in Health Care
Facilities) andto build solid evidence of their effec-
tiveness for further advocacy.

VETR
eray

ng

A child washing his hands in a Blue School in Benin (EPECS project,

Helvetas)

For more information, please checkthis website
or contact Pierre Kistlerof the Global Programme Water,
or Daya Moser of the SWC
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Spotlight on Humanitarian Aid

The mandate of Swiss Himanitarian Aid (SHA)is to
save lives and alleviate suffering. It is active in pro-
tecting the interests of wvulnerable population
groups before, during, and after periods of conflict s,
crises, or natural disasters. Water and Sanitation is
one of four thematic priorities of the Swiss Human-
itarian Aid.

The SHA contributes to bridging the gap between
humanitarian and development interventions by
taking on a long-term view on their planning and
operations. The SHA often works closely together
with other Divisions of the SDC and sometime they
jointly implement or support projects . An example
of such direct cooperation in water is a project to
scale up a comprehensive model for rural water and
sanitation for promoting peace in Colombia , which
is co-financed by SDC's Global Programme Water.
Other examples of work carried out recently include

a project to support the emergency relief efforts in
Mozambique in the aftermath of cyclone Idai , or the
WASH support for Rohingya Refugees and winera-
ble local communiti e s i n

Cox0s

The number of projects implemented by the SHAIs
high, they are varied and target many countries. As
can be seen from the following selection of initia-

tives, programmes and projects, Humanitarian Aid is
not only about getting safe drinking water to refu-

gees (seethis video for some personal testimonials)
d it is about a comprehensive yet flexible and tar-
geted approach to save lives and alleviate suffering
in each situation, from rapid response to interven-
tions in complex disasters and fragile contexts.

For more information, contact Marc-André Biinzli
Head WASH Unit of

Swiss Humanitarian Aid (SHA) WASH Expert Group

The work of the specialists of the Water and Envi-
ronmental Sanitation Expert Group includes
groundwater abstraction and setting up or rehabili-
tating systems for the treatment, storage and distri-
bution of water. They also deal with wastewater
treatment and water quality testing. After a disaster,
they conduct evaluations and take the necessary
emergency measures in collaboration with the au-
thorities of the affected country and partner organ-
isations. An additional priority for the group is to
train local staff. Members of this expert group have
professional training and experience in the field of
civil engineering, hydrogeology, chemistry, biology,
physics and the environment.

Training on faecal sludge : field laboratory in Uganda, a joint venture
of SHA, Eawag, and the Austrian Red Cross
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Long-term perspective: Strengthening cap

Water quality is a key consideration, not only in
emergency settings but also in complex crisesor in
fragile contexts. In this regard, the local production

of chlorine is a very important aspect Depending on

each specific situation a different technology and

approach isrequired. Between 2013 and2020, Swiss
Humanitarian Aid (SHA) supported local actors to

increase capacities for chlorine production.

One example is the support to Ukrainian authorities
on both sides of the frontline. Setting up external
supply chains of water treatment chemicals in that
context proved difficult (SHA transported more than
12,000 tons of chemicals since 2015) and conse-
quently, local production capacities were strength-
ened. Overall,110 devices for the local production
of chlorine solutions were delivered so far, which are

Direct Action: providing expertise

Direct Actions are projects where SHA directly sup-
ports local actors. Examples of Direct Actions in-
clude:

A InthePeopl eds Republic of
SHADbuilt water systemsintroduced a new
methodology to protect groundwater source s
and innovative ways of addressing sanitation

concerns.

>

In Lebanon, since 2016 SHAprovides support
to the Bekaa Water Establishmentto automate
the Operation and Management of water and
sanitation servicesfor a population of 500,000
locals and 400,000 refugees.

>

In Bangladesh, aWASH Technical Resource Unit
created in 2019 provided training and state-of-
the-art know-how in sanitation to support the
Department of Public Health Engineering in
charge of local population and a million
Rohingya refugees.

>

In Mozambique, building on the 2019 Rapid
Response, thousands of wells are being

acities for chlorine production

now being used to treat drinking water for more
than 400,000 people on a daily basis.

SDC/HA chlorine production capacity deployed from 2013 to 2020

Map of countri es where local chlorine production has been
strengthened between 2013 and 2020.

in complex settings

rehabilitated by local partners with a technical
backstopping by SHA experts.

Water pumps funded by SA sa ve lives and contribute to better
health © SDC

For more information, contact Marc-André Buinzli,
Head WASH Uni t of SHA

at SDCO&s
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Spotlight on Water Pollution

New Water Pollution Programme launched

The Global Programme Water (GPW) recently
launched a new water pollution programme focusing
on improving the heal th and environment of popula-
tions exposed to water pollution. It adopts a multi -
stakeholder approach, combining the knowledge
and power of the public and private sectors, citizens,
and academia. The programmealso supports polluti

World Water Quality Alliance (WWQA)

Duration: 11.20198 10.2023
SDC Budget: USD 1.8million.
Implementing Partner: UN Environment

The World Water Quality Alliance (WWQA) was
launched in September 2019asa voluntary and flex-
ible global multi -stakeholder network that advo-
cates for the central role of freshwater quality in
achieving prosperity and sustainability. It explores
and communicates water quality risks across scales
and contexts, and identifies ways to maintain and
restore ecosystems for better human health and

Small-Medium -Large (SML): Water Stewardship

Duration: 11.20198 10.2023

SDC Budget: USD 1.8million

Implementing Partners: WWF Myanmar, Vietnam
& Greater Mekong

The project aims to reduce pollution and improve
water and energy management of small and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMESs) in the Greater Mekong
Region that are active in the production of clothing
(Vietnam) and food & beverages (Myanmar).

It will help SMEs who share common water re-
sourcesto address shared water risksthrough more
informed production and invest ment decisions. It
will also support their resource management strate-
gies to gain operational efficiency and minimize ex-
ternal resource dependency.

This will involve bringing the business community
closer to public sector decision-makers at both the
regional and national levels to allow sound water

ing industries along the supply chains of global
brands to understand and address pollution-related
risks. The current projects linked to the new water
pollution programme are introduced below.

For more informatio n, contact Andreas Steiner
of the Global Programme Water (GPW)

WWQA

World Water Quality Alliance

7

well-being. So far, more than 80 organisations
worldwide have joined the WWQA and contribute d
to its products and services.

For more information, contact Andreas Steiner
of the Global Programme Water (GPW)

in the Greater Mekong Region

management and links between water and other
emerging challenges to be governed through a
transboundary perspective.

Vi the worl dos

apparel and textiles, leaving a significant environ-

etnam i s among

mental footprint on local ecosystems and people (©
WWF Vietnam)

For more information, contact Andreas Steiner
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Tackling apparel sector pollution through enga  ging SMEs in water stewardship

Duration: 01.20209 12.2022

SDC Budget: £1.6 million (out of £3.3 million)
Implementing Partners:  Consortium Alliance for
Water Stewardship / Water Witness International /
Aid by Trade Foundation / CDP / Solidaridad Ethio-

pia

This project will equip the Ethiopian clothing indus-
try with the skills to assess and tacklethe water-re-
lated challenges they face, and contribute to solu-
tions, via application of the 'AWS Standard'. It will
work along the whole value chain (from cotton
growers to textile producers and garment manufac-
turers) to generate replicable actions and evidence
on the benefits of water stewardship. This will be
used to mobilise support for better policies, regula-
tion and investments across the Ethiopian clothing
sector.

Furthermore, the project will coordinate with rele-
vant national and global stakeholders to maximise

impact. In particular, working with Multi -National Seed cotton harvesting by small scale farmer in Dansha District,
. ' i ) Ethiopia © Mekdes Yibel, Solidaridad

Corporations so that they provide leadership and

support to suppliers in their supply chains to ta ckle For more information, contact Andreas Steiner

water-related challenges faced by SMEs. of the Global Programme Water (GPW)

Responsible Antibiotics Manufacturing Platform (RAMP)

Duration: 05.20208 12.2020 (Inception phase)
SDC Budget: CHF 200,000 (out of CHF 400,000)
Implementing Partners:  Stockholm International
Water Institute (SIWI), ShawviewConsulting

RAMP is a multistakeholder collaboration platform
with the vision that by 2030, the release of antibiot-
ics to the environment from manufacturing is mini-
mized, along with broader sustainability gains. The
aim is to incentivise pioneers in this sector to pro-
vide access to antibiotics that have been manufac-
tured in a manner that does not promote antimicro-
bial resistance or harm the environment.

Untreated industrial wastewater pollutes the Naala River downstream of
the Patancheru Industrial Area, Hyderabad, India. © Nicolai Schaaf, SIWI

For more information, contact Andreas Steiner
of the Global Programme Water (GPW)
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