
 

  

Issue 8 – June 2017       
 
 
EDITORIAL   

 

Dear Health Network Members, 
 
We are pleased to share with you the 8th edition of our Health Network Newsletter. 
 
In the last couple of weeks, the big highlight in the global health scene was of course the 
election of Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus during the World Health Assembly, as the new 
Director-General of WHO. However our activities at headquarters and in the field, at global 
as well as local level kept running restlessly. A planned research project to reducing stunting 
in Rwanda, the implementation of joint human and animal health campaigns in Chad, the 
Swissmedic Marketing Authorization Procedure for Global Health Products or the Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland Symposium on health cooperation in fragile contexts, just to mention a 
few, are illustrating the wide range of our projects and activities.  
 
Thanks to all of you for your contributions to this edition! 
 
Hope that you will enjoy reading this June’s newsletter and we wish you all a nice summer 
time (or winter time…)! 
 

 
 

Erika Placella 
Health Advisor for Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia 
Focal Point Global Programme Health 

 
 

Karin Gross 
Health Policy Advisor and Advisor for 
Determinants of Health 
Focal Point Global Programme Health 

 

Viviane Hasselmann  
Health Advisor for East and 
Southern Africa 
Focal Point Global Programme Health 

 
 
 

 THEMATIC ARTICLE 
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Why are health systems prone to corruption? Some 
reflections on current realities 
 
The Global Corruption Report 2006 from Transparency 
International describes why health systems are prone to 
corruption. Authors state that the health sector is at greater risk of 
corruption due to uncertainty, asymmetry of information, and a 
large number of dispersed public and private actors. These 
factors make it difficult for transparency and accountability 
initiatives to work. Since 2006, some changes in global policy 
priorities, the donor landscape, and the health systems 
governance have taken place, to reduce corruption.  
Contact: Viviane.Hasselmann@eda.admin.ch 

Read the whole article on corruption in the health 
sector on the Shareweb>>  
 
 

  GLOBAL NEWS 
 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Global Fund 37th Board Meeting 
 
The 37th Global Fund Board meeting took place in Kigali, 
Rwanda from May 3rd to 4th 2017. This was the first board 
meeting under the 2017-2022 Strategic period and since 
countries were informed of their allocations for 2017-2019. This 
was also the last board meeting for Executive Director Mark 
Dybul, after a four year term. The Board approved the new Board 
Leadership candidates that had been elected separately by the 
Donor Group (for the Vice-Chair: US representative) and the 
Implementer Group (for the Chair: NGO representative from 
Bosnia & Herzegovina). Read more>> 

   

  

  

 

 
WHO Global Conference on NCDS 
 

18-20 October 2017 | Montevideo, 
Uruguay 

 
 
The World Health Organization 
(WHO), the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO), the Office of 
the President of Uruguay, and the 
Ministry of Health of Uruguay will 
organize the Global Conference on 
NCDs on how to enhance policy 
coherence between different spheres 
of policy making that have a bearing 
on attaining SDG target 3.4 on NCDs 
by 2030.  
 
For more information visit the event 
website>> 
 

 
Fourth Global Forum on Human 
Resources for Health: Building the 
health workforce of the future 
 
13-17 November 2017 | Royal Dublin 
Society, Dublin, Ireland 
 

 
 
The global community is presented 
with an unprecedented challenge and 
an opportunity: to avert a potential 18 
million health worker shortfall and 
shape increasing demand for 

additional health and social workforce 
jobs. In doing so, we will make 
progress towards universal health 
coverage and global health security 
while also contributing to gains 
across the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (e.g. 
quality education, gender equality, 
reduced inequalities, decent jobs and 
inclusive economic growth).  
 
For more information visit the event 
website>> 
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Contact: Carla.Koch@eda.admin.ch 
 
 

 
 

 

 

140th session of the Executive Board 

 
The 70th World Health Assembly took place in Geneva from 22nd 
to 31st of May 2017. It was the last for Director General (DG) 
Margaret Chan after her ten year tenure. Member States of WHO 
elected Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus as the new Director-
General of WHO, he will begin his five-year term on 1st of July 
2017. Among the resolutions adopted this year, one welcomed 
the strategic approach proposed in the Global Vector Control 
Response (GVCR) 2017-2030. Read more>> 
Contact: Carla.Koch@eda.admin.ch 
 

  IN-COUNTRY NEWS 
 

Antimicrobial Resistance in Tanzania 
 
Antimicrobial drug resistance (AMR) is a rapidly rising global 
threat. Every year over 700’000 people die due to AMR. The 
Health Promotion and System Strengthening project (HPSS) 
financed by SDC together with the WHO under the guidance of 
the Ministry of Health (MOHCDGEC) organised a 2-day 
symposium on AMR in Dar es Salaam. During panel sessions, 
data on AMR in Tanzania was presented, shared and vividly 
discussed. Read more>> 
Contact: Karin.Wiedenmayer@unibas.ch or 
Jacqueline.Matoro@eda.admin.ch  
Find more information on HPSS here>> 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Action research: Reducing stunting in Rwanda 
 
With SDC’s decision, taken in March 2017, to phase out of the 
health sector in Rwanda by the end of 2018, the premises are 
given to envisage a phase of capitalisation of the lessons learned 
from SDC interventions in health, water and sanitation as well as 
hygiene. The phasing out is an opportunity for SDC to bank on its 
comparative advantages and current Rwandan priorities. In this 
regard, SDC Great Lakes is planning an action research on 
application of horizontal learning in the districts where it 
previously intervened. Read more>> 
Contact: Schaltegger@innovabridge.org, 
Tommaso.Tabet@eda.admin.ch or 
Theoneste.Twahirwa@eda.admin.ch  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Safeguard Young People Programme (SYP) in the 
Southern Africa Region 
 
SDC’s Regional Programme for Southern Africa (RPSA) co-
finances since 2013 with UNFPA a programme called “Safeguard 
Young People Programme” (SYP). This programme has been 
renewed for a second phase this year. While sexual and 
reproductive health is fundamental to every person’s life, in 
particular for adolescents, it is still too often ignored. SYP 
commissioned a study to review laws, policies and related 
frameworks for Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) in 
East and Southern Africa (ESA). Read more>> 
Contact: Lawrence.Lewis@eda.admin.ch  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Emergency management training for health center 
staff in Albania 
 
In Albania, seventy-five family doctors and nurses are being 
trained by HAP in medical emergency management. The trainees, 
who are staff of five 24/7 health centers in the Dibër and Fier 
qarks, will also be supplied with basic equipment. The training will 
be on patient assessment, airway management, cardiac 
emergencies, trauma life support and medical emergencies. 
These topics and the equipment reflect the findings of a peer 
needs assessment conducted in year 2016. Read more>> 
Contact: Ina.Xhani@hap.org.al or Sokol.Haxhiu@eda.admin.ch 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Lewis Lawrence, 
Programme Officer, 
SDC Regional 
Programme for 
Southern Africa 
 

 
I studied Crop Science-Biotechnology 
and Business Administration. I briefly 
worked in the private sector improving 
crop seeds, as I was excited with 
laboratory science practice. Out of 
curiosity, I joined the NGOs and got 
deployed in grassroots remote rural 
areas of Zimbabwe, where I worked with 
people in precarious situations. I found 
new pleasure in selfless work helping 
the less privileged work their way out of 
poverty. I changed positions as I hastily 
climbed the sector ladder working in 
countries that include Angola, Kenya, 
Zambia and Great Britain, in some 
instances as an advisor, consultant and 
in others as a sector expert. I currently 
work in the SDC’s Regional Programme 
for Southern Africa based in Harare. 
Curiosity, adventure and excelling at 
higher daunting challenges have always 
given me a spark. I joined the health 
sector for that and I enjoy the daily 
doses. 
 
 

Barbara Profeta, SDC 
Regional Health 
Advisor for the Horn 
of Africa 
 
 
 
 

With an overall eclectic academic 
background, the closest title I have in 
relation with the health network and my 
current position is a PhD in international 
public health policy from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. I have been working in the 
humanitarian aid and development 
cooperation for almost 17 years, all of 
them in overseas postings, and 
accumulated experience in different 
positions (not always health-related) and 
a range of international organisations 
(ICRC, UN, NGOs, private consulting). I 
am based in Nairobi since 2014 with my 
husband and two small children, and 
most of my work revolves around 
portfolio management of SDC-funded 
health-related projects in Somalia (and 
partially Ethiopia). The most interesting 
part of it is bringing together my dual 
humanitarian and development 
experience in the identification of 
innovative interventions to support, that 
contribute to building as functional as 
possible health systems in this context 
that hangs in between chronic 
emergencies and forward-looking SDGs 
ambitions.  

 
Kate Molesworth, 
Health and Social 
Development Adviser, 
Swiss Centre for 
International Health 
 
 

 
My name is Kate Molesworth and I have 
been the Health and Social 
Development Adviser of the Swiss  
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    Vatosh Rural Health Centre 

 
 

Conflict sensitive programme management (CSPM) in 
Tajikistan 
 
SDC chose the Medical Education Project in Tajikistan that is 
implemented by Swiss TPH to take part in a CSPM visit and 
workshop 1st to 3rd of May 2017 to assess potential conflict issues 
in Primary Health Care in a pilot district (Vatosh and Tursunzade). 
Aspects such as tension between family doctors and narrow 
specialists and perceived insufficient support of family doctors by 
Primary Health Care (PHC) managers, were then analysed and 
proposals for action made. Read more>> 

Contact: Greta.Ross@swisstph.org or 
Mouazamma.Djamalova@eda.admin.ch  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Implementation of joint human and animal health 
campaigns for mobile pastoralists in Chad 
 
The Support Project for the Health Districts in Chad - Yao and 
Danamadji (PADS) started the implementation of joint human and 
animal health campaigns for mobile pastoralists. These 
campaigns involve both animal and human health services. This 
activity was conducted with the Ministry of Health (that hosts the 
National Programme on health for nomads) and recommends to 
foster the provision of vaccination, antenatal examinations, 
nutrition, and health information among nomadic populations. 
Read more>> 
Contact: Olivier.Koullo-Ndena@eda.admin.ch 
 
 

  HQ ACTIVITIES SDC AND NGOS 
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Swissmedic marketing authorisation procedure for 
global health products information event 
 
In the context of strengthening regulatory systems for medical 
products in low and middle-income countries, SDC and 
Swissmedic, the Swiss Agency for Therapeutic Products, 
organised an event in Geneva. The meeting focused on the 
Swissmedic Marketing Authorisation Procedure for Global Health 
Products. Read more>> 
Contact: Alexander.Schulze@eda.admin.ch 
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World Malaria Day 
 
On April 25, the Swiss Malaria Group celebrated World Malaria 
Day in Geneva and announced the winners of its international 
#EndMalaria Photo and Video Contest. An international jury had 
the hard mission to select the best and most convincing videos 
and photos that tell an original and personal story. The winning 
pictures were the photos by the Catalan photo journalist Anna 
Surinyach and the Swiss photographer Roland Schmid. Steve 
Holloway won the video contest. More information here>> 
Contact: Susanna.Hausmann@eda.admin.ch 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ESTHER Switzerland - Call for proposals 2017  
 
The grants supports two types of partnership, ESTHER project 

grants and ESTHER start ‐ up grants. Both of them are available 
to partnerships that include at least one health institution in 

Switzerland and one institution in a low or middle ‐ income 
country. Typical projects supported focus on the management of 
health conditions, service delivery and training of health care 
staff. The deadline for submission of proposals is 21.08.2017. 
Find more information on the call here>> and a list of projects 
supported in 2016 here>>.  
Contact: Luciano.Ruggia@ispm.unibe.ch 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Centre for International Health at the 
Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute since 2004. Before this I was 
with Development Study Group of Zürich 
University, specializing in health and 
livelihoods. My professional passion is 
integrative development - combining the 
complexity of multi-sectoral elements  
that mediate health and social 
development. During my early study of 
physiology, I became interested in the 
health differences between people in 
different social, economic and cultural 
settings and designed my doctoral 
research to examine the impact of road 
provision in remote Nepal on education 
and livelihoods strategies, urban and 
media exposure, access to markets and 
health services and how these differed 
by gender. I am always enthusiastic to 
work with SDC, which often responds to 
neglected niches and encourages 
creative and innovative intervention 
design. 
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Health cooperation in fragile contexts 
 
During its annual symposium, Medicus Mundi Switzerland 
focused upon community systems and bottom-up approaches in 
fragile states. This built upon the conference on Health in Fragile 
Contexts held in August 2016, which highlighted the need to have 
community-led, -driven and -owned programmes in situations 
where health systems have collapsed or are weak.  
Read related articles in the new MMS Bulletin edition>> 
Contact: Carine Weiss 
 
 

 
 
 

 

HIV Test and Treat: Are the 90 - 90 - 90 targets set for 
2020 within reach? 
 
The MMS/aidsfocus.ch Conference was a great success! We 
heard excellent presentations from highly competent speakers 
who delivered vivid accounts of the current HIV/AIDS situation. 
And it is not a pretty picture! Where is the will? It is now clear, if 
international and national efforts are not stepped up, the 90-90-90 
goals will not be achieved by 2020, neither in Switzerland nor in 
southern Africa. The national political will and the determination to 
defeat AIDS is now more urgently needed than ever! 
MMS/aidsfocus.ch Conference documentation>> 
Contact: Carine Weiss 
 
 

    
 

The SDC Health Network serves as a gateway to the latest SDC Health Policy and Practice, the Swiss contribution to reaching the Sustainable 
Development Goals related to Health, as well as to general information about the work we are doing. This newsletter has been sent to you as 

network member. See previous newsletters, visit the Health Shareweb.  
To unsubscribe from this newsletter please contact madeleine.colbert@helvetas.org 
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