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responsAbility Social Investments AG

Innovative investment manager

� Founded in 2003 as a Swiss based social investment platform for Swiss and 

European banks

� Today an advisor of USD 850 million invested in over 60 developing countries and 

emerging markets in over 250 institutions

� Track record of implementing innovative financial products for social development � Track record of implementing innovative financial products for social development 

� One of the leading private sector microfinance fund managers

� with very strong institutional investors base

� with largest retail clients base

� One of the leading private sector equity investors in microfinance and SME finance

� 40 employees in Zurich, Lima and Nairobi and a strong worldwide partner network
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responsAbility investment approach 

Integration of relevant development criteria across all levels 

Selection of investment 
themes and definition of 

responsAbility guiding principles

responsAbility company purpose
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Investment analysis

themes and definition of 
investment guidelines

Societal impact

cing media

Portfolio allocation
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Impact on the level of selecting individual investments

Evaluating the social performance of microfinance institutions

Main category Evaluation criterion

Mission and objectives Alignment of mission and objectives
Use of Poverty Assessment Tools
Measurement of client satisfaction

Products and services Variety of services offered
Fair and transparent pricing

Operational systems and Appropriateness of SP management systems, Responsible 
employer
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Operational systems and 
processes

employer
Prevention of over-indebtedness
Client protection
Environmental policy

Outreach and financial inclusion Number of clients
Activity in underdeveloped regions
Average loan size
Access to savings facilities

Contribution to local economic 
development

Activity in countries with high levels of poverty
Contribution to the development of a formal financial sector
Financed sectors
Contribution to rural development
Contribution to improving the position of women

�Five main categories, 19 evaluation criteria (55% quantitative and 
45% qualitative/ mixed criteria)



Five objectives for 2010

Continuously increase development relevance of investments 
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�Increasing development relevance within existing investment themes and 

exploring new social investment topics 


