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BACKGROUND 

The rich cultural heritage of the South Caucasus is 

reflected in a variety of local traditions, customs, 

traditional arts and handicraft, and newly emerging 

more innovative forms of artistic expressions. Beyond 

their cultural differences, the three neighbouring 

countries of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia face a 

similar challenge: a weak institutional infrastructure 

combined with limited governmental support and 

funding – especially for contemporary forms of art – 

constitute structural barriers to the sustainable 

development of art and culture in the region. 

Contemporary art represents an important driver of 

change in today’s societies. 

 

Open air photography screening at Fabrika, Tbilisi © Tbilisi Photo Festival 

By providing a space for reflections and debates, 

stimulating a multitude of perspectives and 

challenging social and cultural norms and 

prejudices, it can act as a catalyst and open many 

avenues for social transformation. 

In line with its culture and development policy, the 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 

(SDC) is committed to support arts and culture in 

its partner countries to strengthen the civil society, 

increase the participation in cultural life, and to 

promote social cohesion, freedom of expression 

and democracy. 
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FACTS 

Region: South Caucasus (Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Georgia) 

Duration: 1 Oct. 2017 - 30 Sep. 2021 

Total Budget: CHF 800’000    

 

PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

The second phase of the Arts and Culture Project covers a period 

of 48 months and encompasses three components: documentary 

film, photography and a Small Grants’ Fund. 

Within the first thematic component of documentary film – 

implemented by Noosfera Foundation – the regional platform of 

the Documentary Film Festival CinéDOC-Tbilisi is strengthened by 

supporting the documentary competition “Focus Caucasus”. 

Additionally, a yearly summer school is held in Georgia to 

enhance the capacities of documentary professionals from the 

South Caucasus, and in order to provide space for reflection and 

debate and engage audiences outside of the capitals, the year-

long screening program “CinéDOC on Tour” is promoted in 

different regions of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

The second thematic component of photography foresees to 

establish a Photography Hub for Education and Innovation (PHEI) 

in Tbilisi to preserve the photography heritage of the South 

Caucasus and to provide a platform for photographers from the 

three countries to build up capacities and exhibit their vision on 

regional identity and other pressing social issues. The PHEI 

includes online photography and multimedia archives, 

permanent documentary photo exhibitions, educational activities  

PROJECT PARTNERS: 

Implementing partners:  

Noosfera Foundation 

South Caucasus Museum of 

Photography 

 

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVE 

The Regional Arts and Culture Project of the South Caucasus aims 

at fostering a pluralistic, innovative and participatory cultural 

sector in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia and intends to 

stimulate intercultural dialogue and exchanges within and 

between these three countries – mainly by promoting visual arts 

(documentary film and photography) – through the following key 

objectives: 

 To empower the civil society to reflect on critical social issues, 

and enhancing cross-border dialogue and cooperation 

between film-makers by supporting the documentary film 

culture in the South Caucasus. 

 To preserve the cultural photo heritage of the South 

Caucasus, strengthen the skills and capacities of female 

photographers and increasing the civil society’s access to art 

and educational activities through the promotion of the field 

of photography in the South Caucasus. 

 To capacitate diverse cultural actors in the South Caucasus 

and boosting the local art scenes. 
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CONTACT 

Swiss Cooperation Office for the 

South Caucasus, Embassy of 

Switzerland 

12 Radiani Street 

0179 Tbilisi, Georgia 

Phone: +995 32 225 36 82/83 

tbilisi@eda.admin.ch 

http://www.eda.admin.ch/georgia 

www.facebook.com/SwissCooperation

SouthCaucasus 

 

for children, capacity-building workshops with a focus on female 

photographers and last but not least, a travelling component –  

the Moving Museum of Photography – to enhance the rural 

communities’ access to art. 

Under the third component, Small Grants are issued by the Swiss 

Cooperation Offices in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to 

independent cultural actors for promising local initiatives in the 

field of arts and culture. The Small Grants’ Fund allows cultural 

actors to test new ideas or bring existing projects to the next level, 

foster the quality and diversity of art projects, and stimulate the 

local art scenes.  

Street art project in Batumi under the Small Grants component (www.artup.ge) © Levan Geliashvili 
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