
The Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC) is 
committed to addressing the root causes of vi-
olent extremism by placing human rights at the 
centre of its interventions, building on its expe-
rience in violence prevention and application of 
conflict sensitive program management (CSPM), 
in line with SDC’s Peace & State building strat-
egy and the Swiss Foreign Policy Action Plan to 
Prevent Violent Extremism (PVE). 

VIOLENT EXTREMISM: THE TIP OF THE ICE-
BERG OF FRAGILITY

From the perspective of a development actor, PVE 
is not a stand-alone topic but rather the tip of the 
iceberg of fragility. The International Cooperation 
agenda has been shaped to approach violence and 
violent extremism with a preventative approach that 
looks at the root causes of fragility in a specific con-
text. In line with this position, Switzerland considers 
VE as lying at the intersection of peace, security and 
sustainable development, hence befitting an enga-
gement towards the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals of eradicating poverty (SDG1) 
and supporting the creation of peaceful, just and 
inclusive societies through the promotion of human 
rights and the rule of law (SDG16). 

In this framework, SDC is implementing a variety of 
interventions addressing PVE directly or indirectly  

to encourage policy change, through:
1.  Strengthening of conflict and context analysis;  
2.  Increasing communities’ and marginalised groups’ 
voice and participation; 
3.   Improving accountability of security and gover-
nance institutions;
4.  Supporting education, vocational training, and 
employment creation.

SDC’s engagement also aims to correct dysfunctio-
nal systems of governance, addressing the abuse of 
power, to promote a culture of peace and tolerance 
and through the fight against poverty and gender 
inequalities. Addressing marginalisation, lack of ac-
countability and social justice, hence constitute the 
foundation of interventions in contexts of extreme 
violence and long-lasting fragility and become rele-
vant to the prevention of violent extremism. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR INNOVATION

The political pressure put on Development actors 
to address VE could also play a role in contributing 
to remedying the negative perceptions that Coun-
ter terrorism (CT) has caused to date, through the 
promotion of soft measures that are designed in a 
context-specific manner and that ensure real owner-
ship among actors. As an engagement in this sense 
requires practitioners to regularly question the im-
pact of their interventions and to adapt instruments 
accordingly, the PVE space can provide opportunities 
for innovation and new perspectives. 

In light of SDC experience in violence prevention, 
which recognises the relevance at the interaction 
between the individual and its environment to ela-
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Violent extremism lies at the intersection of structural, so-
cial and individual factors, and in fragile contexts it cannot 
be clearly distinguished from other forms of violence. The 
lack of an agreed international definition, its political - and 
thus sensitive – nature, nationally and internationally, and 
the multiplicity of actors involved are all elements that add 
to its complexity. Until today there is no clear evidence of 
the impact of PVE efforts. Therefore, SDC is committed to 
approaching violent extremism (VE) not in its own right, 
but rather as a cause and effect of fragility among other, 
with a broader understanding of conflict dynamics, hu-
man rights implications and potential risks.  
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borate effective prevention measure, working in the 
PVE framework could offer new entry points to test 
innovative approaches like the integration of the psy-
chosocial dimension.
Furthermore, the emergence of VE in certain con-
texts has demonstrated how fragility and the non-re-
spect of human rights increases violence. PVE could 
therefore provide momentum for furthering a civil 
society driven HR agenda. 

VE is often only one aspect of a wider system of vi-
olence or organized crime, which takes many forms 
- both physical and structural, and is thus a phe-
nomenon that requires different approaches, from 
conflict transformation and violence to prevention 
instruments that strengthen governance or educa-
tion structures. Broad competences in development 

instruments are required, like the Conflict Sensitive 
Program Management (CSPM), the Human Rights 
Based Approach (HRBA), a gender-sensitive analy-
sis as well as the Results Based Management with 
a strong result orientation, to be fit for purpose. Re-
dressing the gender expectations put on women to 
assume a role in prevention strategies through early 
recognition of dangers and signs of radicalisation 
and addressing the gender stereotypes, including 
masculinity, will prove crucial to understand the root 
causes of VE in a specific context. SDC therefore re-
cognises the renewed urgency the PVE field offers 
for applying a comprehensive risk approach throug-
hout international cooperation agendas, for plan-
ning measures based on analysis of the context and 
do no harm principles. 

Accountability, Security and 

Prevention of Violent Extre-

mism for Tunisian Citizens
In Tunisia, SDC is implementing 
the RESPECT program, which 
contributes to the prevention of 
violent extremism in Tunisia by 
strengthening the capacity of na-
tional authorities to identify the 
causes of VE and taking concrete 
steps to prevent it. The program 
aims to improve the relationship 
between citizens and State agents 
responsible for ensuring their se-
curity through a better accoun-
tability, more transparent public 
information and involvement of 
civil society in decision-making. 
Switzerland’s main partner at 
the national level is the National 
Counter-Terrorism Commissi-
on (CNLCT), other government 
institutions and civil society or-
ganizations are other important 
partners. DCAF and UNDP are im-
plementing the program. 

Increasing people’s resilience 

against political violence
In Bangladesh, the Swiss Embas-
sy supported the Business for 
Peace project which aims at buil-
ding resilience against political vi-
olence by harnessing the potential 
of local business actors to act as 
advocates for the peaceful resolu-
tion of conflict in selected districts 
towards inclusive and participa-
tory local governance processes 
and local economic development. 
The findings have reaffirmed this 
core idea and suggest that future 
projects that work with businesses 
may lead to significant progress 
in mitigating conflict and building 
longer term stability. Amongst 
other, the project helped to iden-
tify key drivers of conflict in the 

chosen focus areas and identified 
the potential role for the business 
community in contributing to 
peace. Furthermore, the project 
provided recommendations for 
international actors working with 
businesses in Bangladesh to pro-
mote inclusive economic develop-
ment and promote peacebuilding. 
Safer World Bangladesh has been 
the implementing partner of this 
19-months project that ended in 
2018.

Strengthening a culture of 

peace and inclusion
Chad is a fragile state where weak 
governance and socio-economic 
situation and austerity policies 
continue have added up to wides-
pread frustrations of the Chadian 
population and, particularly of 
young people. In line with its Nati-
onal Action Plan on the Prevention 
of Violent Extremism (PVE), SDC 
supports the project Voices for 
Peace Switzerland which aims at 
enhancing the development and 
broadcasting of indigenous and 
local peace narratives. The project 
overall goal is a behavioral change 
in the targeted regions, to con-
tribute to disseminating a culture 
of peace and reduce the PVE pull 
factors.

Enhancing Cross- Border Co-

operation
SDC is active in the Sahel at the 
regional level. In Niger, SDC is 
supporting UEMOA and ECO-
WAS to promote a decentralized 
approach to development, with 
the assumption that the local le-
vel is key to addressing the causes 
of conflict and the prevention of 
violent extremism. Switzerland is 
particularly active in the field of 
cross-border development, where, 

with the UEMOA Council of Local 
Authorities, it has supported the 
development of local cross-border 
cooperation (PCTL Program for 
Local Cross-border Cooperation). 
The elected representatives of the 
Liptako-Gourma zone have for-
mulated collaboratively a vision 
of shared development for their 
region, and identified priority in-
vestments. 

Education in Emergency
In Niger, the education system 
and infrastructure are under ext-
reme pressure from armed groups 
active in the region, which has led 
to the closure of schools, displace-
ment of populations and reassign-
ment of teachers to other locations 
and establishment, thus leaving 
thousands of children without ac-
cess to education. To ensure con-
tinuity, “emergency education” is 
delivered and SDC is supporting 
the provision of education services 
in crisis setting in Diffa (Lake) and 
which has enabled 25’000 refu-
gee and displaced children (inclu-
ding 11,500 girls) to attend school 
and continue their education even 
in insecure settings characterized 
by severe violence. 

Improved Health and repro-

ductive rights
In Somalia, SDC is supporting 
UNPFA’s country program in its 
implementation of a youth com-
ponent linked to sexual and re-
productive health prevention 
activities (ensuring that the new 
generation is in good health so 
that it can become economically 
productive). The program is based 
on the assumption that 2/3 of the 
Somali population is composed 
of young people under 25 who, 
if properly accomplished, could 

represent a huge potential for 
economic development for the 
country. On the contrary, in lack 
of support, they could generate 
waves of illegal migrants. Despite 
not speaking openly of a potential 
link with the growth of frustrated 
and potentially violent mass move-
ments driven by rising unemploy-
ment and a lack of social and eco-
nomic prospects, the relevance of 
this program to PVE appears clear. 

Strengthening the rule of law
Switzerland will accompany the 
Government of Tajikistan in reali-
zing a state System providing free 
legal aid and an effective public 
referral system to victims of do-
mestic violence, which will allow 
the most vulnerable individuals 
to claim and enjoy their rights 
through better access to justice. 
This system will replace the cur-
rent NGO provided legal aid servi-
ces. A space for dialogue between 
civil society and state authorities 
will also be preserved and will con-
tribute to addressing further legal 
challenges faced by the populati-
on. As lack of accountability and 
justice, in particular for victims of 
domestic violence, are often refer-
red to as factors that contribute to 
the perpetration of violence, this 
project will have a broader impact 
on conflict dynamics in the coun-
try. 
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