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▪ Integrating a gender perspective improves 
agricultural productivity by addressing needs and 
closing gaps between men and women

▪ Addressing pervasive gender inequality will generate 
multiple food security and poverty alleviation benefits

▪ Agroecology can
▪ Empower rural women by boosting autonomy 

through knowledge, collective action and 
commercialization

▪ Enhance women’s autonomy at the household 
and community levels 

GENDER AND 
AGROECOLOGY



▪ Intrinsic agency:
▪ New income streams, e.g. new opportunities

for trade
▪ Collective agency:

▪ Collective action and community based decision
making

▪ Enhance producers’ organizations and their
access to rural institutions and agricultural
services

▪ Instrumental agency:
▪ Recognizing women’s roles and knowledge in

managing natural resources and agricultural
production

▪ Decreased time-burdens and increased
resilience by access to labour-saving and
climate-smart technologies

AGROECOLOGY: PATHWAYS TO 
EMPOWER WOMEN



▪ FAO has established a Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation or TAPE
▪ Has been used in 40 countries and 5,000 farms, adapted for 46 languages 
▪ FAO, IFAD and GEF, as well as selected NGOs, have used it during projects (M&E), at baseline and at 

endline evaluations
▪ Pilots in Cambodia, China, Mexico and Argentina
▪ Used at baseline for FAO projects in Ethiopia, Dominica and Guyana; impact evaluation in 

Mozambique
▪ IFAD project design in Lesotho
▪ GEF projects at design in Mali, Burkina Faso, Senegal and Yemen
▪ NGOs use in Central Asia and Central Africa

MEASURING THE BENEFITS OF 
AGROECOLOGY



36 INDICES TO MEASURE AGROLOGICAL  PRACTICES



MEASURING PERFORMANCE OF AGROECOLOGY



EXAMPLE FINDINGS: 
ETHIOPIA
Farms that have effectively transitioned to 
agroecology (scores of 60 and above) have the highest 
percentage of women with decision-making abilities 
(75.70%) compared to farms that do not engage in a 
desirable level agroecological practices (31.90%: Yellow 
vs 8.90%: Red).



EXAMPLE FINDINGS: 
ETHIOPIA, cont’d
Successful transitions to agroecology are highly 
correlated with the desirable levels of women’s 
empowerment



EXAMPLE FINDINGS
Regardless of levels of transition to agroecology, women have the lowest 
empowerment scores in the indicator of ‘leadership in the community’ and highest in 
‘control over income’, with little variability in the indicator of ‘access to and decisions 
about resources’. Some negative impacts on time use.
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