
SDC Food Systems Dialogues to nurture UN Food Systems Summit 

Dear A&FS Network members  

As several of you might have known already, next year will be the biggest year in decades for 
agriculture and food security. In 2021, UN Secretary-General António Guterres will convene 
the United Nations Food Systems Summit as part of the Decade of Action to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.  

The UN Food Systems Summit is to serve as a turning point in the world’s journey to achieve 
all the SDGs. We know what we need to do to get back on track: Scientists agree that 
transforming our food systems is among the most powerful ways to change course and realize 
the vision of the 2030 Agenda.  

Rebuilding the food systems of the world will also enable us to answer the UN Secretary-
General’s call to “build back better” from COVID-19. We are all part of food systems, and so 
we all must come together to bring about the transformation that the world needs. 

The Summit will pursue five specific objectives in support of its broader vision of delivering 
progress on all 17 SDGs:  

1. Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all; 
2. Shift to sustainable consumption patterns; 
3. Boost nature-positive production at sufficient scale; 
4. Advance equitable livelihoods and value distribution; 
5. Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress. 

So far, efforts to encourage rapid and joint actions that transform food systems have been 
hampered by deep disagreements among different stakeholders. That’s why a broad range of 
preparatory activities will need to nurture the summit via its knowledge platform created for this 
purpose. The latter will contribute to a common understanding of priorities and increase 
participation and impact through multi-stakeholder sharing & learning constituencies, food 
systems dialogues between governments and communities, communication & mobilization as 
well as knowledge and policy efforts. 

We think that SDC’s cross-institutional thematic networks – with our A+FS Network in the lead 
– have an important role to play in these multi-stakeholder processes and food systems 
dialogues. Every day Network members in SDC and partner organizations are directly or 
indirectly exposed to the impact poverty has on people’s health and the ecosystems 
surrounding them. 

To get an idea, to what results e.g. Food System Dialogs (FSDs) can lead (apart of building 
the essential bridges between opposed views): Here is the example of an FSD held in 
Switzerland at the World Economic Forum in Davos in January 2020. Participants highlighted, 
among others, the necessity to create partnerships for consumer choice, and repurpose 
subsidies. 

From November 2020 to May 2021 we are planning a series of 2-3-hour online events 
focusing on production, logistics, consumption, food loss and waste and related governance, 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/food-systems-summit-2021/
https://foodsystemsdialogues.org/
https://foodsystemsdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FSDs_190125_Davos_Summary-Report_UPLOADED190528.pdf
https://foodsystemsdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FSDs_190125_Davos_Summary-Report_UPLOADED190528.pdf


along the plans for our face to face meeting. Apart from our Agriculture and Food Security 
(A&FS) Network the other green Networks Climate Change and Environment, Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Water, but also Employment and Income and the Health Network are motivated to 
participate in this series of Food System Dialogues among SDC and partners. 

You have got a role to play in this, first of all as a participant, but also as an A&FS member 
involving people from your programmes in Civil Society, farmer communities and/or the private 
sector from your country in our dialogues, or even by joining us as a facilitator of a zoom 
break-out group.  

The A+FS Focal Point Team, the core-group and the SDC’s Global Programme Food Security 
are about to prepare a draft concept that will be shared with you soon. 
Please let us know – e.g. by clicking on the link below - what you think so far of our plan to 
contribute to the Food Systems’ Summit and what questions and advice you have for us!  

Best regards,  

Ueli Mauderli, Lou Curchod and Luc Ruffieux of the A+FS Focal Point Team 
 

 

 

Further information: 
• Flyer of the UN Food Systems Summit 2021 
• Presentation about the UN Food Systems Summit 2021 
• Information Note by the Special Envoy of the Secretary General for the UN Food Systems Summit 

mailto:ueli.mauderli@eda.admin.ch;%20lou.curchod@eda.admin.ch;%20luc%20ruffieux@eda.admin.ch
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Agriculture-and-Food-Security/news/Documents/2020_09_15_feature_doc_fss_flyer.pdf
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Agriculture-and-Food-Security/news/Documents/2020_09_15_feature_doc_fss_presentation.pdf
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Agriculture-and-Food-Security/news/Documents/2020_09_15_feature_doc_fss_information_note%202020.pdf

