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The overall goal of the Cambodia Horticulture Advancing Income and Nutrition project 
(CHAIN) is to improve income and nutrition of rural households through safe 
horticulture production and trade in the targeted rural provinces (Kratie, Oddar 
Meanchey, Preah Vihear and Stung Treng) in Cambodia. The project is mandated by the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. The Netherlands Development 
Organisation (SNV), in consortium with Swisscontact, leads the implementation of ‘CHAIN 2’ 
– the second phase of the project (1.11.2017–31.12.2020). More information on CHAIN 
 
So far, CHAIN have worked with 402 farmers groups and with 7,436 active farmers (73% 
female, 6% indigenous people. Three of them are portrayed below. 
 

Mrs Sam Deat  
is a very active commercial farmer in Preah Vihear’s 
Phal Hal district. Recent recurring health problems 
could have had a major impact on her business but 
having installed labour-saving technologies with the 
support of CHAIN, such as drip irrigation, a 
greenhouse and plastic mulch, she can continue to 
maximize production year-round and have plenty of 
time to rest and recuperate at home.  
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Ms. Chan Sophy,  
49, lives with her husband, Sok Phoeurn, 47, and the 
rest of her family in Thala Borivath village, Stung 
Treng province. She used to grow cashews and 
vegetables using traditional techniques, earning 
money from vegetable farming, buying and selling 
fish, as well as receiving additional support from her 
daughter, who works in another province. After CHAIN 
came to her village, she decided to become a member 
of a semi-commercial farmer group and began to grow 
leafy crops, long bean and cucumber on a 200 m2 

plot, fetching around 100 USD per month. She has now expanded her farm size to 1,000 m2 
and, with her husband more involved in farm activities, can grow more vegetables in the 
current rainy season. Increasing her income will help her pay a monthly MFI instalment of 50 
USD, money her husband had loaned for cashew farming. Since she was selected for the 
master smart farm scheme, her vegetable production skills have improved significantly, and 
she now prefers using the new production techniques to reduce her workload. 
 

Mrs Sun Heak,  
from Sra Em commune in Preah Vihear, was able to 
work her way up and become a commercial farmer 
within the two short years she has been partnered 
with CHAIN. She is able to get high yields using the 
techniques and technologies that have been 
introduced to her in trainings, and with the reduced 
time spent in the field can connect with the market and 
new traders. She has doubled her income (15 USD 
per day during the dry season) and now has enough 
to support her two children and ill husband. 
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