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“Increasingly CF is viewed as
a fair and
responsible inclusive
business modality, formalizing
the supply chain linkages
between smallholder farmers
and agribusiness firms” (FAO)
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What is contract farming?

…an agreement between farmers
and processing companies and/or
traders for the production and supply
of agricultural products, frequently at
predetermined prices and combined
with input supply and other services.

Why contract farming?

CF..
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... connects smallholder farmers to buyers
...helps to reduce unpredictability in
agricultural production and supply of produce
...can reduce risks related to fluctuating
prices or natural disasters
...can lead to significantly increased yields
and profits

How can contract farming
contribute to increased access
to rural advisory services?
How to include poorer/remote
farmers into contract farming
systems in a fair way?
What are tradeoffs of contract
farming schemes that include
rural advisory services; and
how to address them?
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Agenda
9.15

Opening & Welcome

Stefanie Kaegi

9.20

Introduction to the topic
Fairtrade principles to enhance farmers voice in contract farming schemes /
current status of disscussions on Fairtrade and Contract Farming

Stefanie Kaegi
Manuela Stiffler & Annet Röst, Max
Havelaar Schweiz

9.30

Caritas’ experiences with Contract Farming in Bosnia and Herzegovina (IGAS Daniel Bronkal, Country Director
Caritas BiH; Elvedin Alic, Caritas
project)
BiH; Berry Kralj, Caritas CH
Fisnik Reçica, Deputy Project
10.00 Swisscontact’s experiences with Contract Farming in Eastern Europe
Manager PPSE, Swisscontact
(Promoting Private Sector Employment Project)
9.45

10.15 Helvetas’ Experiences in Contract Farming in Tansania (Rural Livelihood
Development Project)

Martin Fischler, Regional
Coordinator East Africa & Senior
Advisor Sustainable Agriculture,
Helvetas

10.30 Coffee Break
10.45 Group Work
a.

Moderated by group members

What are common learnings from the presentations?

b.
How to enhance farmers voices in contract farming schemes?
c.
Under which preconditions does contract farming improve access to
quality services; what are limitations and risks; and how to address them?
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11.15 Sharing of results; conclusions
11.45 News from members including update on GFRAS annual meeting and SDC
RAS brief
12.15 Closing

Group moderators
All
Stefanie Kaegi

A short introduction and food for thoughts
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